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Managing special sites
Rising to the challenge ahead

A tale of true grit
Aggregate extraction puts 
something back in

Local voices get heard
Community partnerships driving
sustainable land management

Nature does the work
Reclaiming our saltmarsh habitats
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COASTAL CONSERVATION

English Nature magazine can now be read on the English Nature website at:

www.english-nature.org.uk/magazine

Since Roman times, man-made sea
walls have been used on the low-lying
Lincolnshire Wash coast to protect the
surrounding area from flood damage
and to reclaim saltmarsh for
agricultural use.

More recently, the inmates and staff of
Her Majesty’s Prison North Sea Camp
took over the maintenance of the walls
and used the land there for grazing
sheep. They were fighting a losing
battle. Without protection from
saltmarsh, the outer sea walls in the
flood defence system were subjected 
to severe erosion.

Step in the Boston Wash Banks 
Project. This innovative project – 
jointly managed by the Environment
Agency, RSPB, English Nature and 
Her Majesty’s Prison North Sea Camp 
– is the largest example of managed
realignment in the United Kingdom.

The benefits of the English Nature/
RSPB-managed realignment of the
coastline are immeasurable. Eighteen
months since allowing the site to return
to its natural state, birds are flocking
back, plantlife typical of saltmarsh is
re-rooting and people are visiting in
their droves.

The RSPB-managed site now boasts at
least seven newly colonised species of
plant, including sampire, sea lavender
and sea purslane. And close to 10,000
birds were recorded roosting there
during the winter of 2002/03 alone –
mostly golden plovers and lapwings.
Feeding birds have included nearing
100 shelducks.

“A lagoon was created
from the need to win
material to upgrade 
the sea banks” 

“The lagoon has become an important
feature,” said RSPB Site Manager,
John Badley. “It was landscaped 
using the EU funds and, during 2003,
30 pairs of waders nested. It is also
becoming a valuable place for roosting
and feeding birds and has already
attracted nationally important numbers
of roosting redshanks and feeding 
dark-bellied brent geese, more than 
one per cent of the UK population.”

,

Letting nature do the work

Fact file

In 2002 Freiston Shore RSPB nature
reserve received 51,142 visits,
putting it inside the top 
10 most visited RSPB reserves.

Saltmarshes are one of the rarest
habitats in the United Kingdom,
with just 44,500 hectares, compared
to three quarters of a million
hectares of woodland.
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How it was done

In 2000, a new supporting ‘cross’
bank was constructed at Freiston
Shore. Then, after a period of
stabilisation, the final phase of
breaching of the outer sea bank 
got the go-ahead in 2002.

Three breaches (50 metre cuts
through the outer sea bank) were
made and a creek system was
excavated enabling tides to enter 
78 hectares of land.

The area is now gradually reverting
to saltmarsh and an intertidal
mudflat – an essential sea defence
as well as a valuable intertidal
habitat in the Wash.
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For more information on Freiston
Shore nature reserve and any
environmental issues surrounding
the scheme, visit the Boston Wash
Banks website at: 
www.thebostonwashbanks.com

Harnessing nature has unleashed 
a wave of good fortune at the 
Freiston Shore RSPB nature reserve 
in Lincolnshire. Man-made sea walls
have been breached, allowing 
saltwater to reclaim agricultural 
land and reform the area’s 
indigenous saltmarsh habitat. 
The results are overwhelming…


